
 

 

 

Queensland Racing Integrity Commission, Internal Review Decision 0059-18  1 

INTERNAL REVIEW DECISION 
(Internal Review Decision Notice in response to an Application for Internal Review) 

 

PART 1: Details of Internal Review 

Internal Review Number:  Internal Review 0059-18 

Applicant’s Name: Stephen Wilson  

PART 2: Decision History 

Original Decision:  Breach of Rule 137(a) of the Australian Rules of Racing 

Original Decision Makers: P Gillard, P Lane, B Farrell, P Warren  

Date of Original Decision:  31 May 2018 

Internal Review Decision: 
Original decision of charge and penalty confirmed - Thirteen (13) day 

suspension 

Internal Adjudicator: Mr Kane Ashby, Queensland Racing Integrity Commission 

Date of Internal Review Decision: 2 July 2018 

PART 3:  Summary of Internal Review Application 

The Applicant, Mr Stephen Wilson, rider of OCTOBER TUTU in Race 2 at the Townsville Turf Club on 31 May 2018, 

was found guilty of a charge under Australian Rule of Racing 137(a). 

Australian Rule of Racing 137(a) states:  

"Any rider may be penalised if, in the opinion of the Stewards, he is guilty of careless, reckless, improper, incompetent 

or foul riding." 

At the stewards’ inquiry conducted on 31 May 2018, the Applicant was found guilty of a charge of careless riding 

pursuant to Australian Rule of Racing 137(a) in that near the 1200 metre mark the Applicant permitted OCTOBER 

TUTU to shift in when not sufficiently clear of GOOD CATCH, which had improved to the inside, taking that runner in 

on to the hind quarters of SKIFIELD, which became unbalanced.  

Stewards subsequently suspended the Applicant’s licence for thirteen (13) days to commence at midnight on 9 June 

2018 and to expire at midnight on 22 June 2018. 

The Applicant sought a review of the charge and penalty and submitted the following in support of his Application: 

“I believe I didn’t shift ground inwards, I believe the horse on the inside (P Cullen’s mount) came outwards and caused 

interference.” 

The outcome sought by the Applicant was that the suspension be lifted. 
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PART 4: Reasons for Internal Review Decision 

Stewards opened an inquiry into the aforementioned incident which occurred near the 1200 metre mark subsequent 

to the running of Race 2 at the Townsville Turf Club on 31 May 2018. 

Ms Bonnie Thomson, rider of GOOD CATCH which was racing to the outside of SKIFIELD, in evidence stated “I was 

improving to the outside of Pete Cullen (rider OF SKIFIELD). I had ample room to keep improving. I just got a bit of 

pressure from the outside that sort of took my running and I had to check back. Wilson's horse had shifted in but at 

the same time I think Pete's horse might have took an awkward step off the fence at that time as well.”1 

Mr Peter Cullen, rider of SKIFIELD which was racing one off the fence and to the inside of GOOD CATCH, in evidence 

stated “I don't know what happened outside but I do know at the point you are talking about my horse may have 

changed stride or something to that effect because it did shift to a half a horse.”2 Subsequent to viewing the race 

footage, Mr Cullen stated “I believe when my horse shifted out there was no trouble with that. There was trouble 

outside. My horse got a bump from either Wilson or Bonnie coming in.” In response to a question “Does your horse 

hold its line as to where it was travelling?” to which Mr Cullen replied “I believe it held its line, yes.”3  

The Applicant, rider of OCTOBER TUTU which had been racing forward and to the outside of GOOD CATCH, in 

evidence stated “Sir, I was three deep. I had Nathan (Mr Nathan Day rider of SLADE AMIGOS) inside me, in front of 

me, but I was never better than three deep. The inside horse came out to be beside me and at the same time Nathan 

has come out in front of me and he was three deep, so I was never any more than three off the fence. We were 

coming back because obviously Nathan was coming back as well (inaudible) I was slotting in, but that was after that 

incident I believe.”4  

Subsequent to viewing the race footage, the reviewer finds near the 1200 metre mark the Applicant, rider of 

OCTOBER TUTU, permitted his mount to shift in when not sufficiently clear of GOOD CATCH, thereby tightening 

that horse in onto SKIFIELD, resulting in SKIFIELD being brushed on the hindquarters and becoming unbalanced 

and GOOD CATCH losing its rightful running and having to be checked. The reviewer finds at all relevant times 

leading into the incident, SKIFIELD was racing one off the fence and acknowledges that prior to the incident, 

SKIFIELD may have, albeit marginally, shifted out. Notwithstanding, the reviewer finds the race footage compelling 

and demonstrates running onto the course proper the Applicant was racing in a five wide position (which allows 

sufficient galloping room for four horses to his inside) and by his own omission stated “I was slotting in” behind SLADE 

AMIGOS, which was racing in a three wide position. The reviewer finds by ‘slotting in’ behind SLADE AMIGOS into 

a three wide position the Applicant was not sufficiently clear of GOOD CATCH, which ultimately caused the 

aforementioned incident. The reviewer is satisfied that no other horse or rider had a bearing on the Applicant shifting 

in when not clear. Taking into account all of the circumstances and aforementioned factors, the reviewer is satisfied 

the charge is proven.  
 

                                                           
1 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 31 May 2018, page 2 and 3 
2 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 31 May 2018, page 3 
3 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 31 May 2018, page 4 
4 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 31 May 2018, page 4 
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The stewards deemed the incident to be in the mid-range. The standard penalty for a mid-range offence is a thirteen 

(13) day suspension. The Applicant’s disciplinary history notes four (4) careless riding suspensions in the past twelve 

(12) months. The reviewer notes the Applicant incurred a careless riding suspension at Cairns on 10 February 2018 

which was subsequently confirmed at Internal Review on 8 March 2018. This suspension is the subject of further 

appeal to the Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal and therefore is not considered when determining penalty 

in this matter.  

In weighing up the evidence on penalty, consideration was provided to the Applicant’s degree of carelessness, 

severity of interference caused, not-guilty plea and disciplinary history. The reviewer finds the penalty imposed is 

consistent with a mid-range offence and considering the evidence is not satisfied a further reduction in penalty is 

proven in the circumstances and therefore confirms the original decision on charge and penalty.  

PART 5: Review Rights following Internal Review Decision 

In accordance with section 246 of the Racing Integrity Act 2016, as the applicant for an internal review of the original 

decision, you are able to apply to the Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal (QCAT) for an external review of 

the internal review decision. 

An external review is commenced by lodging the appropriate forms with QCAT. In accordance with section 33 of the 

Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 2009, an application for an external review of an internal review 

decision is to be made within 28 days from the day this internal review decision notice is provided to the applicant. 

For further information regarding the processes for an external review of the decision, please contact QCAT: 

Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal 

Registry Location:    
Postal Address:       
Phone:                     
Email:                       

Level 9, 259 Queen Street, BRISBANE QLD 4001 
GPO Box 1639, BRISBANE QLD 4001 
1300 753 228 
enquiries@qcat.qld.gov.au 
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