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INTERNAL REVIEW DECISION 
(Internal Review Decision Notice in response to an Application for Internal Review) 

 

PART 1: Details of Internal Review 

Internal Review Number:  Internal Review 0060-18 

Applicant’s Name: Justin Stanley   

 

Original Decision:  Breach of Rule 137(a) of the Australian Rules of Racing 

Original Decision Makers: P Gillard, P Warren  

Date of Original Decision:  2 June 2018 

Internal Review Decision: 
Original decision of charge and penalty confirmed – Eight (8) day 

suspension. 

Internal Review Decision-Maker: Mr Kane Ashby, Queensland Racing Integrity Commission  

Date of Internal Review Decision: 4 July 2018 

PART 3:  Summary of Internal Review Application 

The Applicant, Justin Stanley, rider of SPRINGTHORPE in Race 4 at the Bowen Turf Club on 2 June 2018, was 

found guilty of a charge under Australian Rule of Racing 137(a). 

Australian Rule of Racing 137(a) states: 

 "Any rider may be penalised if, in the opinion of the Stewards, he is guilty of careless, reckless, improper, incompetent 

or foul riding." 

At the Stewards’ Inquiry conducted on 2 June 2018, the Applicant was found guilty of a charge of careless riding 

pursuant to Australian Rule of Racing 137(a) in that approaching the 1000m mark he permitted his mount to shift in 

when not sufficiently clear of BUD RICKS which was checked and lost its rightful running.  

Stewards subsequently suspended the Applicant’s license for Eight (8) days to commence at midnight 11 June 2018 

and expire at midnight on 19 June 2018.  In considering penalty, Stewards took into account the Applicant’s good 

record in relation to this rule and deemed this incident in the low range.   

The Applicant sought a review of the charge and penalty and submitted the following in support of his application: 

“I don’t believe I’m guilty.  I had already crossed Jockey Cullen and he himself said he then dug his horse up.  Jockey 

Cullen’s horse contributed to the alleged interference by resenting when Jockey Cullen restrained it.  The video is of 

such poor quality you can’t see anything.  The Lack of experience of the Steward Giving evidence.  His evidence was 

grossly exaggerated.  Jockey Cullen’s evidence was in my favour.  My good riding record.” 
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The Applicant submitted the Stewards Transcript and the Video footage as supporting evidence of the above 

submissions.  

The outcome sought by the Applicant was that the suspension be lifted or downgraded.    

PART 4: Reasons for Internal Review Decision 

Stewards opened an inquiry into an alleged incident that occurred near the 1000 metre mark following race (4) at the 

Bowen Turf Club on 2 June 2018.   

Mr Peter Warren stipendiary steward provided evidence of the alleged incident stating “I was situated in the tower at 

about the 700-metre mark, which allowed me a head-on view of the race. Soon after the start – approaching about 

the 1000 metre mark – Justin Stanley has crossed over onto the fence. I felt that he may have not been sufficiently 

clear of rider P. Cullen in doing so, which has caused P. Cullen to have to take hold and check his mount”.1  

Mr Peter Cullen rider of BUD RICKS which was racing to the inside of SPRINGTHORPE in evidence stated “Well, 

we jumped and got going all right. Justin actually jumped better than me, so I give mine a couple of touches with the 

stick to sort of go with him because mine is an on-pace runner as well. Passing the 1050, Justin started to move in 

to be closer to the fence, so I gave him a call to let him know I'm still there, and then, in my opinion, Justin sort of half 

took a hold and straightened up, and so I give – I was prepared to give mine another slap on the shoulder, and as I 

have done it Justin has stepped in onto the fence. I gave him another call but it was too late. I was there and I had to 

ease out of it.” In response to a question “--how far in advance was Jockey Stanley of you at that time?” Mr Cullen 

replied “Oh, a bare length.” In response to a further question “A length. And you indicate at the time you believe you 

had no other choice than to take hold of your mount?” Mr Cullen replied “Well, in my opinion - as I said, I gave mine 

a slap because I was going to cruise up in there because I thought Justin decided to take one-off.   The next stride 

as I done it, Justin stepped in just that bit. Whether the horse had – I don't know, but he stepped in that little bit, and 

when he did I had to take hold and I have ended up clipping his heels on 2 or 3 occasions, but -----”.2 

The Applicant rider of SPRINGTHORPE which was racing outside of BUD RICKS in evidence stated “I jumped pretty 

well and drove mine pretty hard for the first little bit. Had a look inside. Pete didn't seem to be sort of – didn't seem 

like he was trying to ride hard to hold a spot, and I gave it another dig and continued to go forward. I thought I was 

clear to start coming in at my leisure, and – yeah, look, I'm not aware of the incident, sir. I didn't hear a call. If I did I 

certainly would not have come in. I mean, he called to me during the first race and I wasn't clear and I stayed one off. 

-- I'm not aware of the horse. I didn't hear any call. I just sort of rode mine hard, had a look and thought I was clear 

and kept riding to go forward, and that's it, sir. Yeah, I'll just have to look at the film and -----”.3  Subsequent to viewing 

the race footage the Applicant stated “Like I say, I wasn't aware of an incident or a call. Like you can see there I've 

jumped out pretty aggressive and probably been a length and a half of Pete and gone across. When I've sort of – I 

felt I've crossed I've stopped riding my horse aggressively and it may have just come back a bit, and as Pete said, 

he sort of got going and I think my horse has come back a little bit, and then his horse has got going and he's gone 

to come back off me and it has just got over-racing, and he sort of had – yes, he's been in a bit of trouble but, like I 

said, I wasn't aware of the incident, sir, so -----” In response to a question “--On that lateral shot, do you ever feel you 

are ever fully 2 lengths clear of jockey Cullen when you coincide the head-on shot to the lateral shot?”  The Applicant 

replied “No, sir. I was probably a length and a half, and like I said that's why I went across, but, as I said, when I just 

started to cross I got there – I felt I got there and I stopped riding my horse hard and it may have come – just relaxed 

                                                           
1 Transcript of Stewards inquiry dated 2 June 2018 page 2.  
2 Transcript of Stewards inquiry dated 2 June 2018 page 2 and 3. 
3 Transcript of Stewards inquiry dated 2 June 2018 page 3.  
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under me. Perhaps, like I said, I probably should have just continued to go that little bit forward, but it's the first time 

I've rode the horse and I got out and got it going and I thought it would just keep going, and it has just come back to 

me a little bit and Pete – looks like his horse has – he’s tried to come back and it's just – has resented it and it has 

got on my heels and (inaudible)”.4 

Subsequent to viewing the race footage, the reviewer finds shortly after the start the Applicant rider of 

SPRINGTHORPE permitted his mount to shift in when insufficiently clear of BUD RICKS, thereby taking that horse 

in off its rightful running line before having to be checked. The reviewer finds the Applicant had several looks to his 

inside and despite this continued to shift in despite not being clear of BUD RICKS which ultimately was the sole cause 

of the incident. The reviewer finds irrespective of whether a rider calls or not as evidenced by the Applicant, the onus 

is on the rider shifting ground to ensure they are sufficiently clear beforehand to avoid causing interference. The 

reviewer finds the evidence of Mr Warren is supported by the race footage and therefore is completely satisfied the 

charge is proven.  

The stewards deemed the incident to be in the low-range. The standard penalty for a low-range offence is a ten (10) 

day suspension. The reviewer finds it could be argued the incident is more in the mid to high range category 

considering the totality of the incident and precarious position the Applicants actions placed upon Mr Cullen and BUD 

RICKS.  The Applicant’s disciplinary history notes (1) careless riding suspension in the previous five years and 4 

reprimands.  

In weighing up the evidence on penalty, consideration was provided to the Applicant’s degree of carelessness, the 

severity of interference, not-guilty plea, disciplinary history and penalty precedents. The reviewer commends the 

Applicant’s exceptional disciplinary history particular to careless riding and finds the Applicant received (2) day 

dispensation for such record. Notwithstanding, the reviewer finds a further reduction in penalty is not proven in the 

circumstances and therefore confirms the original decision on charge and penalty.  

PART 5: Review Rights following Internal Review Decision 

In accordance with section 246 of the Racing Integrity Act 2016, as the applicant for an internal review of the original 

decision, you are able to apply to the Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal (QCAT) for an external review of 

the internal review decision. 

An external review is commenced by lodging the appropriate forms with QCAT. In accordance with section 33 of the 

Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 2009, an application for an external review of an internal review 

decision is to be made within 28 days from the day this internal review decision notice is provided to the applicant. 

For further information regarding the processes for an external review of the decision, please contact QCAT: 

Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal 

Registry Location:    
Postal Address:       
Phone:                     
Email:                       

Level 9, 259 Queen Street, BRISBANE QLD 4001 
GPO Box 1639, BRISBANE QLD 4001 
1300 753 228 
enquiries@qcat.qld.gov.au 

 

 

                                                           
4 Transcript of Stewards inquiry dated 2 June 2018 page 5.  
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