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INTERNAL REVIEW DECISION 
(Internal Review Decision Notice in response to an Application for Internal Review) 

 

PART 1: Details of Internal Review 

Internal Review Number:  Internal Review 0100-17 

Applicant’s Name: M Boody 

PART 2: Decision History 

Original Decision:  Breach of Rule 86(f)(iv) of the Greyhound Australasia Rules 

Original Decision Makers: K Adams, K Wolsey, R Jackson 

Date of Original Decision:  20 November 2017 

Internal Review Decision: Original decision of charge and penalty confirmed - $200.00 fine  

Internal Review Decision-Maker: 
Mr Kane Ashby, Internal Adjudicator, Queensland Racing Integrity 
Commission 

Date of Internal Review Decision: 20 December 2017 

PART 3:  Summary of Internal Review Application 

The Applicant, Mr Michael Boody, is a licensed trainer that raced greyhounds at the Brisbane Greyhound Racing 

Club on 20 November 2017. The Applicant was subsequently charged under Greyhound Australasia Rule 86(f)(iv) 

for misconduct.  

Greyhound Australasia Rule 86(f)(iv) states: 

“A person (including an official) shall be guilty of an offence if the person: 

(f) engages in, publishes or causes to be published, broadcasts or causes to be broadcast, the use 

of any contemptuous, unseemly, improper, insulting, or offensive language, conduct or behaviour in 

any manner or form towards, or in relation to: 

                          (iv) any other person having official duties in relation to greyhound racing.” 

At the stewards’ inquiry conducted on 20 November 2017, the Applicant was found guilty of a charge of misconduct 

in that prior to Race 4 the Applicant made derogative comments regarding a Brisbane Racing Club official.  

The stewards considered the Applicant’s good record and subsequently imposed a fine of $200.00 with $100.00 

being fully suspended for a period of twelve months provided the Applicant does not reoffend under Rule 86(f)(iv).  

The Applicant sought a review of charge and penalty on the basis the Applicant was denied natural justice due to the 

stewards not allowing the Applicant to present a witness, that witness being Mr Shane Armstrong. The Applicant 

further submitted the Invasion of Privacy Act was breached as the Applicant had a private conversation on the 

racetrack, the conversation was not expected to be overheard and therefore was inadmissible (as per a ruling of 

QCAT Member Tim Carmody). The Applicant submitted he did not, at any stage, direct his words towards a club 

official.  



 

 

 

Queensland Racing Integrity Commission, Internal Review Decision 0100-17  2 

PART 4: Reasons for Internal Review Decision 

The stewards opened an inquiry following the running of Race 3 at Brisbane Greyhound Racing Club on 20 November 

2017 into a report received from Ms Kirsty Downey (Club Worker) regarding comments directed towards her by the 

Applicant in reference to Ms Donna Hennigan (Kennel Attendant). The inquiry heard the Applicant stated ‘that bitch 

Donna’ in the vicinity of the catching area prior to Race 4.1  

The Applicant, in evidence, denied such comments stating “Oh, sir, I come and seen you, I was going crook because 

I was going to catch the dog and she (Ms Hennigan) said I’ve got to go and see the stewards. I said, “I can see them 

any time before I go home.” She’s made me come in the door and see you, then they’ve shut the door and I go back, 

and you know how long it took? She wouldn’t let me out the door. And then I come back and seen you. Then I’ve had 

to run - I’m an old man, sir, I can’t run all the way over there. I got over there and I was frustrated and I was going 

crook talking how Donna’s being nasty to everyone lately and - yeah.”2 The Applicant, in brief, added “I wasn’t talking 

to Donna --- I don’t recall it. I could have said it, sir, I was pretty angry. I had to run all the way over there. I was out 

of breath and my legs were hurting.” In response to a question “So it would be fair to say that by the time you had 

got to where the catchers are, where you’re meant to be, that you were quite worked up, would that be a fair comment” 

the Applicant stated “Oh - yes, sir. And tired and frustrated.” The Applicant added “Sir, I could - I could - I could say 

----- that and a lot worse.”3 The Applicant later in the inquiry stated “I was very angry, sir, and I was upset. I could 

have said anything.”4 

The reviewer notes Ms Downey’s evidence was reported to stewards prior to the commencement of the inquiry and 

not provided in person during the inquiry. As such, the Applicant was asked whether Ms Downey was required to 

confirm such evidence, to which the Applicant responded “No, sir. If you want to fine me 50 or 100, you fine me 50 

or 100. I just really want to go home.”5 

The Applicant’s submissions in defence of the charge in brief state “I was denied natural justice because the stewards 

would not allow me to present a witness (Shane Armstrong). The invasion of Privacy Act was breached as I had a 

private conversation on the racetrack with Shane Armstrong. The conversation was not expected to have been 

overheard and therefore was inadmissible.”6  

The reviewer is satisfied no evidence exists to support the Applicant’s submissions he was denied natural justice and 

therefore rejects such assertions. The Applicant was provided with every opportunity to call any further evidence 

during the inquiry and stated “Well, sir, I don’t believe I really did anything wrong.”7 The reviewer acknowledges the 

Applicant’s submissions related to the Privacy Act, however is satisfied the evidence is supportive that the Applicant 

comments stating ‘that bitch Donna’ was not part of a private conversation and therefore confirms the original decision 

on charge. 

                                                           
1 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 20 November 2017, page 2 and 6 
2 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 20 November 2017, page 2 
3 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 20 November 2017, page 3 
4 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 20 November 2017, page 8 
5 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 20 November 2017, page 5 
6 Internal Review Application dated 27 November 2017 
7 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 20 November 2017, page 7 
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The Applicant’s disciplinary history is clear of any offence under Rule 86(f)(iv). Precedents for a breach of Rule 

86(f)(iv) have incurred penalties between $200.00 and $1,000.00. 

The reviewer finds each case is treated on its merits and set of circumstances. In weighing up the matter of penalty, 

consideration was provided to the level of offense of such comments, and that the comments were directed to a third 

party and not directly to Ms Hennigan. Notwithstanding, there is a standard code of behaviour required by licensed 

participants and, taking into account the aforementioned factors, the reviewer is satisfied the penalty is reflective of 

the offence and falls into the lower end of the precedent scale and therefore confirms the original decision on charge 

and penalty. 

PART 5: Review Rights following Internal Review Decision 

In accordance with section 246 of the Racing Integrity Act 2016, as the applicant for an internal review of the original 

decision, you are able to apply to the Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal (QCAT) for an external review of 

the internal review decision. 

An external review is commenced by lodging the appropriate forms with QCAT. In accordance with section 33 of the 

Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 2009, an application for an external review of an internal review 

decision is to be made within 28 days from the day this internal review decision notice is provided to the applicant. 

For further information regarding the processes for an external review of the decision, please contact QCAT: 

Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal 

Registry Location:    
Postal Address:       
Phone:                     
Email:                       

Level 9, 259 Queen Street, BRISBANE QLD 4001 
GPO Box 1639, BRISBANE QLD 4001 
1300 753 228 
enquiries@qcat.qld.gov.au 
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