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INTERNAL REVIEW DECISION 
(Internal Review Decision Notice in response to an Application for Internal Review) 

 

PART 1: Details of Internal Review  

Internal Review Number:  Internal Review 0082-17 

Applicant’s Name: M Murphy 

PART 2: Decision History 

Original Decision:  Breach of Rule 137(a) of the Australian Rules of Racing 

Original Decision Makers: D Aurisch, J Williamson, P Zimmermann, D Reid 

Date of Original Decision:  14 October 2017 

Internal Review Decision: Original decision set aside 

Internal Review Decision-Maker: 
Mr Kane Ashby, Internal Adjudicator, Queensland Racing Integrity 

Commission 

Date of Internal Review Decision: 2 November 2017 

PART 3:  Summary of Internal Review Application 

The Applicant, Mr Michael Murphy, rider of NOW YOU SEE in Race 5 at Doomben on 14 October 2017, was found 

guilty of a charge under Australian Rule of Racing 137(a). 

Australian Rule of Racing 137(a) states:  

"Any rider may be penalised if, in the opinion of the Stewards, he is guilty of careless, reckless, improper, incompetent 

or foul riding." 

At the stewards’ inquiry conducted on 14 October 2017, the Applicant was found guilty of the charge of careless 

riding under Australian Rule of Racing 137(a) in that passing the 1000m he contributed to interference by permitting 

his mount to shift in when not sufficiently clear of HOT GOSSIP, resulting in that runner being tightened and taken in 

onto MISHANI WRANGLER and as a result that runner was forced in and severely crowded ONE MANSINI.   

The stewards imposed a suspension period of ten days to commence at midnight on 23 October 2017 and to expire 

at midnight on 2 November 2017.   

The Applicant sought a review of charge and penalty on the basis that the Applicant believed there was sufficient 

room for the horses on the inside of his mount to comfortably maintain clear galloping room until jockey Stephanie 

Lacy on RISING STOCK shifted in onto the Applicant’s mount, which in turn crowded HOT GOSSIP then MISHANI 

WRANGLER and resulted in ONE MANSINI being severely checked. The Applicant further submitted a severe 

reprimand is all that is warranted and the suspension should be overturned as there were contributing factors to the 

interference. 
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PART 4: Reasons for Internal Review Decision 

The Applicant, Mr Michael Murphy, submitted a review of the aforementioned stewards’ decision which, in summary, 

states “I believe a severe reprimand is all that is warranted and the suspension should be overturned as there were 

contributing factors to the interference. I was charged with AR137(a) on Saturday 14 October 2017 in Race 5 at 

Doomben when I rode NOW YOU SEE and while I acknowledge that I was riding the horses to the inside of me quite 

tight (Hot Gossip, Mishani Wrangler and One Mansini) I always felt there was sufficient room for them to comfortably 

maintain clear galloping room, that was until I had Stephanie Lacy on RISING STOCK shift in onto my mount which 

in turn crowded Hot Gossip then Mishani Wrangler and resulted in One Mansini being severely checked. On the day 

of the inquiry after the race I sought representation from Jim Byrne who agreed that I was racing tight with the horses 

to my inside but there was sufficient room for them and the reason for the interference is due to the pressure from 

Stephanie Lacy's mount who pleaded guilty to the charge of careless riding. I have only recently attained my licence 

to ride in the Metropolitan area on a Saturday and request that the Internal Reviewer overturns this decision.”1 

Mr Paul Zimmermann, stipendiary steward, provided a live observation of the incident stating “I was positioned at the 

800 metre tower and I observed an incident at or about the 900 metre mark. I felt at the time that Jag Guthman-

Chester had established a clear lead on Brigadoon Legend. Progressing wider on the track to take up forward 

positions was Miss Lacy on Rising Stock, and Mr Murphy on Now You See, with Lacy being the wider of the two 

runners. Marginally behind those two runners I felt at the time was Miss Ljung on her mount Hot Gossip, and further 

to the inside - I actually felt at the time that Miss Ljung you were about 2, 2½ horses off the rails, and further in arrears 

of yourself we had Mr Brad Stewart, the rider of our One Mansini on the rails and Ron Stewart, the rider of Mishani 

Wrangler to his outside. As the runners progressed further towards my tower, I felt that the two widest runners, being 

Lacy and Murphy, were continuing to come down the track. I felt at the time that their moves weren’t rushed. I felt 

they were progressing down steadily, but I did feel that Miss Ljung possibly had to check her mount, and as result 

that has caused added pressure to Mr Ron Stewart, who has attempted to alleviate pressure to Brad Stewart, which 

was to his inside, which resulted in Mr Stewart’s horse being hampered and Brad Stewart’s runner being severely 

disadvantaged. Mr McGillivray, who was trailing both runners, was also severely checked, and I felt for a moment he 

was almost dislodged in the saddle. But I will stress, Mr Chairman, and at the time I had a head-on view, so precise 

margins when crossing I could not be a hundred percent clear on that.”2    

Mr Brad Stewart, rider of ONE MANSINI which was racing on the fence, in brief stated “It was tight leading up to it. 

Ronnie Stewart was probably a half length in advance of me. He was sort of not in a position to do anything, although 

he called to Miss Ljung outside him. She had a runner forward - apprentice Murphy. I’m not sure what degree he 

placed her in restricted room, or she let him know she was there and still had 2 inside her - I don’t know. I would have 

to have a look at film.” Mr Ron Stewart, rider of MISHANI WRANGLER which was racing to the outside of ONE 

MANSINI, in brief stated “At that point of the race, my horse - I was trying to hold her in a forward position and the 

pressure sort of kept continuing to come and eventually got to a point where I knew where I was on the track and 

there were runners to my inside and I thought it was in the best interests of the riders around me to then give up that 

                                                           
1 Internal Review Application dated 17 October 2017 
2 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 14 October 2017, page 2 and 3 
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position, but it was forced upon me. On doing that once I have steadied it’s probably for a stride made it tighter on 

the inside, but at the time I thought I was in a position where I should have been able to hold my ground”. 3 

Miss Emma Ljung, rider of HOT GOSSIP which was racing to the outside of MISHANI WEANGLER, in brief stated 

“As I was going, I was sort of coming across. I had Michael Murphy to my outside. I was well aware of 2 to my inside, 

and I did the best I could whilst calling plenty of times to let them know there were still horses inside, and eventually 

they just came across - just ran out of anything to do.”4   

The Applicant, rider of NOW YOU SEE which was racing to the outside of HOT GOSSIP, in brief stated “Sir, I would 

have to watch the film to reassess the situation and have a look to memorise what’s happened in the race.” In 

response to a question “So what do you know of what happened out there? Did you move in or did you have any 

influence -----“ the Applicant stated “I was one off the fence, and up until that stage I didn’t hear any - any calling out 

to my name.” In response to a further question “you had apprentice Lacy on your outside, did apprentice Lacy apply 

any pressure to your mount” the Applicant stated “I do believe that there was some pressure applied to my mount.”5 

The Applicant, after viewing the race footage, in brief stated “I believe - as you see everyone stacked up and check 

off heels, I believe that’s at the stage when, you know, Steph isn’t in front of me but she hasn’t quite yet cleared me, 

which has forced my mount inwards to try and stay off heels.” In response to a question “you said in your initial 

evidence you got to one off and you thought you were right to do so. You appear to have at least 3 riders on your 

inside come out? Do you say that Lacy has caused you to move in there” to which the Applicant responded “Yes, sir. 

That’s what I’m trying to say.”6 

Miss Stephanie Lacy, rider of RISING STOCK which was racing to the outside of NOW YOU SEE, in brief stated “My 

horse, he was slightly laying in as I was crossing in front of the face of the field. I have tried my best to keep him off. 

I thought I was clear on the point of crossing but I would have to view the film to be a hundred percent certain.”7 Miss 

Lacy, after viewing the race footage, in brief stated “Well, from the side-on you can see I may not have been 2 lengths 

clear but I was at least a length and half clear on crossing of Michael Murphy. I don’t believe my mount has had any 

interference on apprentice Murphy’s mount. He stayed behind me. He never had to check his horse.” In response to 

a question “When you got across did you think you were okay to do so” Miss Lacy responded “Yes.”8  

Mr Matthew McGillivray, rider of SUPER SUAVE which was racing behind MISHANI WRANGLER, in brief stated “I 

was trailing jockey Stewart in running. I was happy to just sit behind jockey Stewart, but he was getting pressured 

from the horse outside and in front of him. I actually didn’t really sort of see the pressure that he was getting from the 

outside. I more so - was more worried about jockey Stewart’s mount. I was actually looking at him because he was 

getting tight, so I’m - I’m sort of half bracing myself and sort of having hold of my mount and hoping not to obviously 

run onto jockey Ronnie Stewart’s heels. So he’s got checked and I - I was actually looking at Brad Stewart’s mount.  

                                                           
3 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 14 October 2017, page 3 
4 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 14 October 2017, page 4 
5 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 14 October 2017, page 4 
6 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 14 October 2017, page 6 
7 Transcript of Steward’s Inquiry dated 14 October 2017, page 4 
8 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 14 October 2017, page 6 
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I was trying to read the play but it all happened so quick and mine has just run up to Ronnie Stewart’s arse - Ronnie 

Stewart’s mount’s hind and I sort of had no control of my horse from then because he was severely checked, sir.”9  

Subsequent to the aforementioned evidence, the Applicant sought representation from senior jockey Mr Jim Byrne 

before being issued with a careless riding charge, which stated “The careless aspect of that rule that we are 

concerned about is passing the 1000 metres in Race 5 here today, you did permit your mount, Now You See, to shift 

in when not clear of Emma Ljung”s mount, Hot Gossip, and it has been taken in onto Ron Stewart’s mount, Mishani 

Wrangler, and as a result it has been forced in across the rightful  running of One Mansini, Brad Stewart’s mount, 

which has had to be checked when tightened for room. A number of runners following also had to be checked, chiefly 

Mr McGillivray’s mount, which is Super Suave, had to be quite severely checked, and he was almost dislodged.”10 

The Applicant pleaded not guilty to the charge.  

Mr Byrne, assisting the Applicant, in brief stated “There is no way that Steph Lacy is clear. She is actually only just 

starting to get clear of him coming in, so she is already starting to put him on a path. I do think that Michael has, 

without a doubt started to cramp the runners prior to this incident. Whether - do I believe that he is wholly and solely 

responsible? No, I don’t. I don’t believe so. I thought that - we all see it in races where you think you are going quicker 

than what you are and you start to let your horse creep in. I think that is what Steph Lacy has done, but unfortunately 

she is not quite clear of Michael. Michael’s horse is already starting to lay in prior to - well, he’s already started to 

crowd the runners, and they don’t need any more. Whether he is guilty of the full incident, I don’t believe so. I believe 

that without a doubt he does start to crowd runners, but that happens in every single race. We all do that to try to 

position our horses.”11  

The stewards subsequently considered the matter further and amended the particulars of the initial charge, stating 

“we do see fit to amend the charge to contributing to the tightening to the runners to the inside, that being Hot Gossip, 

Mishani Wrangler and One Mansini.”12 The Applicant pleaded not guilty to the amended charge. Stewards further 

issued a careless riding charge against Miss Lacy, stating “App S. Lacy (RISING STOCK) was also issued with a 

charge of careless riding in that near the 950m she contributed to interference by permitting her mount to shift in 

when not clear of NOW YOU SEE, which was taken in onto HOT GOSSIP, which was tightened and taken in onto 

MISHANI WRANGLER and as a result that runner was forced in across the rightful running of ONE MANSINI, which 

was severely checked.” Miss Lacy pleaded guilty to the charge at an adjourned inquiry. Essentially, the stewards 

found Miss Lacy and the Applicant responsible for the incident. 

Subsequent to viewing the race footage, the reviewer finds near the 1000m Miss Lacy, rider of RISING STOCK, 

permitted her mount to shift in when not sufficiently clear of NOW YOU SEE, thereby taking that horse in onto HOT 

GOSSIP, which was tightened in onto MISHANI WRANGLER which in turn was tightened in across the running of 

ONE MANSINI. This resulted in MISHANI WRANGLER and ONE MANSINI losing their rightful running and having 

to be severely checked. SUPER SUAVE, which was following, was severely checked as a consequence and almost 

dislodged its rider, Mr McGillivray.  

                                                           
9 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 14 October 2017, page 4 and 5 
10 Transcript of Stewards’ inquiry dated 14 October 2017 page 7 and 8 
11 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 14 October 2017, page 10 and 11 
12 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 14 October 2017, page 12 
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The reviewer finds, leading into the incident, the Applicant initially shifted in towards HOT GOSSIP before 

straightening his mount by turning its head out. At this point (when straightening and turning his mounts head out), 

the Applicant is racing four-wide with room, albeit tight, for three runners to his inside. The Applicant was subsequently 

dictated to by RISING STOCK, which had also been shifting in towards the Applicant when not clear. This placed the 

Applicant in a precarious position near the heels of RISING STOCK, whereby he was unable to further alleviate any 

pressure to the horses on his inside.  

The reviewer finds, although the Applicant initially shifted in towards HOT GOSSIP, the Applicant immediately made 

an effort to straighten his horse and remained four-wide, before being dictated to by RISING STOCK, which ultimately 

shifted in when not clear and caused the aforementioned interference. The reviewer finds, in effect, the interference 

occurred simultaneously.  In weighing up all the relevant factors, the reviewer is not completely satisfied the 

Applicant’s actions warrant a charge of careless riding and therefore is afforded the benefit of the doubt in the 

circumstances and, for the aforementioned reasons, sets aside the original decision.  

PART 5: Review Rights following Internal Review Decision 

In accordance with section 246 of the Racing Integrity Act 2016, as the applicant for an internal review of the original 

decision, you are able to apply to the Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal (QCAT) for an external review of 

the internal review decision. 

An external review is commenced by lodging the appropriate forms with QCAT. In accordance with section 33 of the 

Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 2009, an application for an external review of an internal review 

decision is to be made within 28 days from the day this internal review decision notice is provided to the applicant. 

For further information regarding the processes for an external review of the decision, please contact QCAT: 

Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal 

Registry Location:    
Postal Address:       
Phone:                     
Email:                       

Level 9, 259 Queen Street, BRISBANE QLD 4001 
GPO Box 1639, BRISBANE QLD 4001 
1300 753 228 
enquiries@qcat.qld.gov.au 
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