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INTERNAL REVIEW DECISION 
(Internal Review Decision Notice in response to an Application for Internal Review) 

 

PART 1: Details of Internal Review 

Internal Review Number:  Internal Review 0092-17 

Applicant’s Name: J Lloyd 

PART 2: Decision History  

Original Decision:  Breach of Rule 137(a) of the Australian Rules of Racing 

Original Decision Makers: A Reardon, J Williamson, P Zimmermann, R Hanson, N Treacey 

Date of Original Decision:  28 October 2017 

Internal Review Decision: Original decision of charge and penalty confirmed - twelve day suspension 

Internal Review Decision-Maker: 
Mr Kane Ashby, Internal Adjudicator, Queensland Racing Integrity 

Commission 

Date of Internal Review Decision: 22 November 2017 

PART 3:  Summary of Internal Review Application 

The Applicant, Mr Jeff Lloyd, rider of BOLD XAVVI in Race 3 at the Brisbane Racing Club on 28 October 2017, was 

found guilty of a charge under Australian Rule of Racing 137(a). 

Australian Rule of Racing 137(a) states:  

"Any rider may be penalised if, in the opinion of the Stewards, he is guilty of careless, reckless, improper, incompetent 

or foul riding." 

At the stewards’ inquiry conducted on 28 October 2017, the Applicant was found guilty of a charge of careless riding 

pursuant to Australian Rule of Racing 137(a) in that the Applicant permitted BOLD XAVVI to shift in near the 950 

metres when not clear of TISANI MAGIC, thereby tightening that horse in onto MIGHTY MITTERE resulting in 

MIGHTY MITTERE being checked.  

The stewards imposed a suspension period of twelve days to commence at midnight on 4 November 2017 and to 

expire at midnight on 16 November 2017.   

The Applicant sought a review of charge and penalty on the basis that the stewards did not sufficiently take into 

account the actions of TISANI MAGIC, ridden by jockey Matthew McGillivray, which the Applicant submits shifted in 

and away from BOLD XAVVI. The Applicant further submits he was not in a position to relieve the pressure to the 

runners inside him as he had a horse directly to his outside and had the Applicant shifted out, the Applicant would 

have likely caused interference to the runners outside of the Applicant.  
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PART 4: Reasons for Internal Review Decision 

The Applicant submitted a review of the aforementioned stewards’ decision which, in summary, stated “I contend I 

am not guilty of the charge. The stewards did not take into account sufficiently the actions of the horse ridden by 

Matthew McGillivray which shifted in away from my horse. I was not in a position to relieve the pressure to the runners 

inside me as I had a horse directly to my outside. Had I shifted out when stewards assert I should have I would likely 

have caused interference to runners outside. The stewards erred in finding me guilty. I believe the decision to suspend 

me was harsh and not supported by the evidence.”1  

Mr James Williamson, stipendiary steward, provided live evidence of the incident stating “I viewed the race from the 

800 metres which afforded me a head-on view of the start and the incident. My attention was drawn to Tegan Harrison 

and Matthew McGillivray back to the inside. They were both slow to begin I felt - Mighty Mittere on the inside and 

Tisani Magic. It appeared that Matthew McGillivray then tried to ride aggressively onto Tisani Magic in order to remain 

to the inside of Bold Xavvi, ridden by Jeff Lloyd. I felt that Bold Xavvi did shift in and tighten those runners to the 

inside. I would say that whilst Mr McGillivray was riding aggressively on Tisani Magic, the horse did have a tendency 

to step away from Bold Xavvi, but I did feel there was a limited amount of room for the 2 runners to remain to the 

inside of Bold Xavvi, and this resulted in Teagan Harrison appearing to have to check her mount, Mighty Mittere at 

that point near the 950. I was aware there were other runners to the outside of Jeff Lloyd, but I did feel there weren’t 

any runners to the outside that had a bearing on Jeff Lloyd’s line at that point of the race.”2  

Ms Tegan Harrison, rider of MIGHTY MITTERE which was racing on the fence, in brief stated “I think he (Mr 

Williamson) summed it up pretty good. Like I was obviously just trying to hold my spot where I was, and I kept getting 

pressure from my immediate outside, which was McGillivray’s horse, and it come in. Eventually - like I called a few 

times but eventually it was just coming in too much and took my running there. I’m not sure what the pressure was 

outside of him - what was going on to my outside.”3  

Mr Matthew McGillivray, rider of TISANI MAGIC which was racing to the outside of MIGHTY MITTERE, in brief stated 

“My horse was standing flat-footed in the gates and was a bit slow away. It sat up on the speed last start. I was trying 

to obtain a more positive position and trying to get him going, but he was a bit green as well. When I - when I had 

sort of a bit of tightening there - or when I was trying to hold my spot he was also having a look at the other runner, 

and he’s quite a big horse too. So he’s probably just overreacted as well, but in saying that I - it was a bit tight there. 

My horse - trying to look after Tegan on my inside, but I sort of really had to check out of it to stop the interference on 

the inside. But I was actually pretty revved - revved up to much so he started - got on the chewy a bit then.”4  

The Applicant, rider of BOLD XAVVI which was racing to the outside of TISANI MAGIC, in brief stated “I jumped - 

was drawn 3 and I had a look across and I could see both horses there, and I was racing probably a length and a 

half behind Jimmy - probably a little bit less. I thought I was neat to his inside up to a point where my horse gets his 

head to the side, turning him into Jimmy’s. He might have stepped in a little bit there but eventually I come out across 

                                                           
1 Internal Review Application dated 29 October 2017 
2 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 28 October 2017, page 2 and 3 
3 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 28 October 2017, page 3 
4 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 28 October 2017, page 3 
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Jimmy’s - behind Jimmy’s horse. He may have got in trying to get away from him for a stride, but, yeah, I think the 

video (inaudible) actually come over and across Jimmy.”5  

Mr Jim Byrne, rider of REDEX which was racing ahead and to the outside of BOLD XAVVI, in brief stated “I don’t 

think I have got anything to do with it, sir. No, sir. If I had anything to do with it - you can see Jeff Lloyd is looking 

underneath. I only ever pick up the slack. I come across and sat outside Jeff Lloyd and he’s looking underneath and 

I just - it’s got nothing to do with me, sir, I didn’t think. That’s my belief.”6  

Subsequent to viewing the race footage, the reviewer finds the Applicant, rider of BOLD XAVVI, permitted his mount 

to shift in near the 900 metres when not clear of TISANI MAGIC, thereby tightening that horse in onto MIGHTY 

MITTERE resulting in TISANI MAGIC becoming unbalanced and taken in across the rightful running of MIGHTY 

MITTERE, which had to be checked. The reviewer finds the Applicant was no more than a half length in front of 

TISANI MAGIC and, despite looking to his inside on several occasions, shifted in when not clear of that horse which 

resulted in the aforementioned interference. The reviewer accepts that during the incident, TISANI MAGIC, when 

being tightened for room, gets in away from BOLD XAVVI. However, the reviewer rejects the Applicant’s submissions 

and finds the Applicant angled into a position when not clear of the aforementioned horses, and, in doing so, failed 

to leave sufficient room for the two horses to his inside. The reviewer concedes the Applicant attempted to relieve 

the pressure, however such action was subsequent to the tightening and interference to the aforementioned horses. 

The reviewer accepts the evidence of Mr Williamson and Mr Byrnes, in particular, stating “I did feel there weren’t any 

runners to the outside that had a bearing on Jeff Lloyd’s line at that point of the race” and “I only ever pick up the 

slack” respectively. The reviewer finds the race footage supportive of such evidence and finds Mr Byrne had no direct 

bearing on the Applicant shifting into a position that caused the interference. In weighing up the evidence, the reviewer 

is completely satisfied the charge is proven.   

The stewards deemed the carelessness to be mid-range. The standard penalty for a mid-range offence is a thirteen 

(13) day suspension. The Applicant’s disciplinary history notes three careless riding offences this year, the last in 

July 2017.  

In weighing up the evidence on penalty, consideration was provided to the degree of carelessness and interference 

suffered, the Applicant’s plea of not-guilty, disciplinary history and mid-range penalty precedents. In considering the 

aforementioned factors, the reviewer is satisfied the penalty is consistent with a mid-range offence and therefore 

confirms the original decision on charge and penalty. 

PART 5: Review Rights following Internal Review Decision 

In accordance with section 246 of the Racing Integrity Act 2016, as the applicant for an internal review of the original 

decision, you are able to apply to the Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal (QCAT) for an external review of 

the internal review decision. 

An external review is commenced by lodging the appropriate forms with QCAT. In accordance with section 33 of the 

Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 2009, an application for an external review of an internal review 

decision is to be made within 28 days from the day this internal review decision notice is provided to the applicant. 

                                                           
5 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 28 October 2017, page 3 and 4   
6 Transcript of Stewards’ Inquiry dated 28 October 2017, page 4 and 5  
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For further information regarding the processes for an external review of the decision, please contact QCAT: 

Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal 

Registry Location:    
Postal Address:       
Phone:                     
Email:                       

Level 9, 259 Queen Street, BRISBANE QLD 4001 
GPO Box 1639, BRISBANE QLD 4001 
1300 753 228 
enquiries@qcat.qld.gov.au 
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