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INTERNAL REVIEW DECISION 
(Internal Review Decision Notice in response to an Application for Internal Review) 

 

PART 1: Details of Internal Review 

Internal Review Number:  Internal Review 0028-17 

Applicant’s Name: C. Bryen 

 

Original Decision:  Breach of Rule 81A(1)(b) of the Australian Rules of Racing 

Original Decision Makers: R. Hitchener, J. Childs 

Date of Original Decision:  4 May 2017 

Internal Review Decision: Original decision on charge and penalty confirmed 

Internal Review Decision-Maker: 
Mr Kane Ashby, Internal Adjudicator, Queensland Racing Integrity 
Commission 

Date of Internal Review Decision: 6 June 2017 

PART 3:  Summary of Internal Review Application 

The Applicant, Mr Chris Bryen, a licensed jockey, was directed by stewards to provide a urine sample at the Mitchell 

race meeting on 29 April 2017.  The Applicant failed to provide a urine sample.  A stewards’ inquiry was conducted 

on 4 May 2017, at which time the Applicant was subsequently charged with a breach of Australian Rule of Racing 

81A(1)(b). 

Australian Rule of Racing 81A(1)(b) states: “Any rider commits an offence and may be penalised if: he refuses or 

fails to deliver a sample as directed by the Stewards, or tampers with, adulterates, alters, substitutes or in any way 

hinders the collection of such a sample or attempts to do any of those things.” 

The Applicant pleaded not guilty to the charge. 

Stewards subsequently found the Applicant guilty and disqualified him for a period of four months effective 

immediately. 

The Applicant sought a review of the charge and penalty.  The Applicant’s submissions in summary stated, he had 

been wasting, was dehydrated and did not commence fluid intake until after 2pm.  The submissions included there 

was insufficient time to rehydrate and the fact that the Applicant did attempt to provide a sample, however the quantity 

was not sufficient.  The Applicant also made submissions in respect of his personal and financial circumstances. 

PART 4: Reasons for Internal Review Decision 

In weighing up the evidence and submissions on penalty, the reviewer finds the Applicants original four-month 

disqualification falls into the lower bracket of the precedent scale after taking into account his poor sample history.  

The Applicant is a repeat offender and as such, consideration was given to amending, by increasing the original 

penalty.  However, having considered this carefully the reviewer is not completely satisfied amending the decision 

and therefore confirms the original decision of charge and penalty. 

PART 5: Review Rights following Internal Review Decision 
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In accordance with section 246 of the Racing Integrity Act 2016, as the applicant for an internal review of the original 

decision, you are able to apply to the Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal (QCAT) for an external review of 

the internal review decision. 

An external review is commenced by lodging the appropriate forms with QCAT. In accordance with section 33 of the 

Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 2009, an application for an external review of an internal review 

decision is to be made within 28 days from the day this internal review decision notice is provided to the applicant. 

For further information regarding the processes for an external review of the decision, please contact QCAT: 

Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal 

Registry Location:    
Postal Address:       
Phone:                     
Email:                       

Level 9, 259 Queen Street, BRISBANE QLD 4001 
GPO Box 1639, BRISBANE QLD 4001 
1300 753 228 
enquiries@qcat.qld.gov.au 
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